
Master of Arts (M.A.) – English — Common Syllabus
Duration: 2 years (4 semesters) | Evaluation: Theory exams, Assignments, Project/Dissertation

Course Structure

• Duration: 2 years (4 semesters).

• Each semester includes core and elective papers.

• Credits: Typically 3–4 per paper.

• Evaluation: Written exams, seminars, internal assessments, and dissertation/project.

Semester I — Suggested Papers

• British Poetry – Chaucer to Milton

• British Drama – Shakespeare and Elizabethan Age

• British Fiction – 18th Century

• Introduction to Literary Criticism

• Indian Writing in English – Foundations

Semester II — Suggested Papers

• British Poetry – Romantic and Victorian

• British Drama – Restoration to Modern

• British Fiction – 19th Century

• Literary Criticism and Theory – Classical to Modern

• Postcolonial Literature

Semester III — Suggested Papers

• Modern and Contemporary British Literature

• American Literature – Poetry, Drama, and Fiction

• Indian English Literature – Post-Independence

• World Literature in Translation

• Research Methodology and Academic Writing

Semester IV — Suggested Papers

• Contemporary Literary Theory and Cultural Studies

• Commonwealth and African Literature

• Women’s Writing and Feminist Theory

• Elective Paper (Comparative Literature / Linguistics / Translation Studies)

• Project / Dissertation / Viva Voce

Electives (Indicative List)



• Comparative Literature

• Translation Studies

• Film and Literature

• Linguistics and Stylistics

• English Language Teaching (ELT)

• Cultural Studies

Notes:

• This common syllabus is compiled from major Indian universities following the UGC model curriculum.

• Paper titles and contents may vary as per individual university academic council approvals.

• Each paper typically carries 100 marks, with a 70:30 split between external and internal evaluation.
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