
Master of Arts (M.A.) – Islamic Studies — Common
Syllabus

Duration: 2 years (4 semesters) | Evaluation: Theory exams, Assignments, Field Studies, Dissertation

Course Structure

• Duration: 2 years (4 semesters).

• Each semester includes 4–5 core papers and electives.

• Credits: Typically 3–4 per paper.

• Evaluation: Written exams, internal assessments, field studies, and dissertation/project.

Semester I — Suggested Papers

• History of Islamic Civilization – I (600 CE to 1258 CE)

• Qur'anic Studies – I (Introduction, Revelation, Compilation, Exegesis)

• Hadith Studies – I (Origin, Compilation, Classification)

• Islamic Jurisprudence (Fiqh) – I (Sources and Principles)

• Arabic Language and Literature – I

Semester II — Suggested Papers

• History of Islamic Civilization – II (1258 CE to 1800 CE)

• Qur'anic Studies – II (Themes, Tafsir, and Contemporary Relevance)

• Hadith Studies – II (Methodology and Modern Trends)

• Islamic Jurisprudence (Fiqh) – II (Schools of Law and Applications)

• Islamic Theology (Kalam) – I

Semester III — Suggested Papers

• Modern Islamic Movements and Reformers (19th & 20th Century)

• Islamic Political Thought and Governance

• Islamic Economics and Banking

• Islamic Philosophy and Mysticism (Tasawwuf)

• Research Methodology in Islamic Studies

Semester IV — Suggested Papers

• Contemporary Muslim World – Issues and Challenges

• Comparative Religion and Interfaith Dialogue

• Islam and Modern Science

• Islamic Education and Da’wah

• Project / Dissertation / Viva Voce



Electives (Indicative List)

• Islamic Art, Architecture, and Culture

• Women in Islam

• Human Rights in Islam

• Islam and Environmental Ethics

• Islamic Law of Inheritance

• Arabic Language and Communication Skills

Notes:

• This common syllabus is based on the UGC model curriculum and leading Indian and international Islamic
studies programs.

• Each paper generally carries 100 marks, with a 70:30 external and internal assessment split.

• Students are expected to undertake a dissertation or research project in the final semester.

• Arabic language proficiency is recommended to facilitate understanding of primary sources.
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