
Master of Arts (M.A.) – Political Science — Common
Syllabus

Duration: 2 years (4 semesters) | Evaluation: Theory exams, Assignments, Seminars, and Dissertation

Course Structure

• Duration: 2 years (4 semesters).

• Each semester includes 4–5 core papers and optional electives.

• Credits: Typically 3–4 per paper.

• Evaluation: Written exams, seminars, internal assessments, and dissertation/project work.

Semester I — Suggested Papers

• Western Political Thought – Ancient and Medieval

• Indian Political Thought – Ancient to Modern

• Comparative Politics – Theories and Approaches

• Political Theory – Concepts and Debates

• Research Methodology in Political Science

Semester II — Suggested Papers

• Western Political Thought – Modern and Contemporary

• Indian Constitution and Political Institutions

• Public Administration – Theories and Practices

• International Relations – Theories and Concepts

• Political Sociology

Semester III — Suggested Papers

• Indian Political System and Processes

• Political Economy of Development

• International Politics – Global Issues and Institutions

• State Politics in India

• Elective Paper / Seminar / Field Study

Semester IV — Suggested Papers

• Contemporary Political Theory and Ideologies

• Foreign Policy of India

• Governance and Public Policy in India

• Human Rights and Political Obligations

• Project / Dissertation / Viva Voce



Electives (Indicative List)

• Gender and Politics

• Peace and Conflict Studies

• Political Communication and Media Studies

• Environmental Politics and Policy

• South Asian Politics

• Democracy and Development in India

Notes:

• This common syllabus is compiled from major Indian universities following the UGC model curriculum for
Political Science.

• Paper titles and contents may vary depending on the university’s academic regulations.

• Each paper generally carries 100 marks, with a 70:30 split between external and internal assessment.
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